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LAW OFFICEOF DENISEW.M. WONG, LLC
1188Bishop Street,Suite810

Honolulu,HI 96813
808-276-5836

denise.wong~pacificcypress.com

May3l,2013

Sentvia e-mail emartin~honolulu.gov

City Council Chair
ErnestY. Martin
530 SouthKing St.
Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: Support for Bill 11(2013),CD2 andtheDyslexiaTutoring CenterofHawaii,Inc.

DearCity Council ChairMartin:

My nameis DeniseW.M. Wong andI amthecunentVice-Presidentandboardmember
of theDyslexiaTutoring CenterofHawaii, Inc. (“DTCH”). I haveservedasaboardmember
since2006. I servedon theboardofdirectorsandcontinueto servebecauseI whole-heartedly
believein DTCH’s missionto serveandempowerthosewho aredyslexic.

Throughservingasaboardofdirector,I havelearnedsomuchaboutdyslexiaand
understandthat it affectsapproximately20%ofthepopulation. Accordingly,approximately1
out of5 individualsin Hawaii aredyslexic. Althoughit cannotbecured,peoplewith dyslexia
canbeempoweredwith specifictools to addresstheirdyslexia,which is whatDTCH hasbeen
andcontinuesto do.

I haveseenfirst-handtheresultsofon-goingtutoring sessionswherestudentsoncehad
low self-esteematthestartoftutoring andafewmonthslater theirdemeanorhascompletely
changed,theyexudeconfidenceandmostof all, theyenjoyreadingandspelling. Theimpacton
theindividualswhohavebeentutoredby DTCH andthegreatercommunityis beyondmeasure.
Empoweringan individual to read,spell, improvehandwritinganddo math,wherehe/she
struggledwith extremedifficulty in thepast,equipssuchindividual to changethetrajectoryof
his/herlife andpossiblytheir family’s life. SinceI haveseensuchpositiveimpactin numerous
individuals andheardtestimonialsfrom numerousparents/grandparents,I know theimpactof
DTCH’s servicesis truly immeasurableandgreatly,greatlyappreciated.

Sinceits inception,DTCHhasprovidedits servicesto hundredsofindividualsandserved
asaplacewith appropriatedyslexiatutoring servicesandaplacefor supportfor
parents/grandparents/guardiansofchildrenwith dyslexiaandadultswith dyslexia. DTCH has
hostednumerousworkshops/seminarssinceits inceptionto assisteducatorsandprofessionals
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(DOE andprivateschools).DTCH hasevenhostedSusanBaron,Ph.D., aninternationally
recognizedexpertin dyslexiaseveraltimes andseveralmathseminarsbecausetherewasaneed
in thecommunity. DTCHhashostednumerousworkshops/seminarfor DOE teachersto assist
teachersto raiseawarenessandto assistwith teachingdyslexicstudents.

Raisingdyslexiaawarenessis partandparcelto DTCH’s missionandI stronglybelieve
thatif wecanprovidepeoplewith knowledgeaboutdyslexiaandraiseawareness,morepeople
with dyslexiacanbe identifiedandmorepeoplewith dyslexiacanbehelpedbecausethe“sting”
of anystereotypeassociatedwith dyslexiawill bemitigatedthrough,amongotherthings,
DTCH’s efforts to raiseawarenessaboutdyslexia.

DTCH urgentlyneedsits own propertyto allow it to facilitateall of theservicesit
providesandto continueto put its missionofservingand empoweringindividualswith dyslexia
into action. ProvidingDTCH with its ownpropertywill allow it to continueto provide
invaluabledyslexiatutoring servicesto individualswith dyslexiaandenableit to continueto
engagein activities to raiseawarenessaboutdyslexia. Mostof all, individualswith dyslexia
wouldnotneedto worry thatif fundingrunsoutDTCH would haveto closeandtheywouldbe
left withoutthe invaluabletutoring servicestheyhavebeenreceivingandnomoresupportthat
DTCH hadbeenproviding. TheycanrestassuredthatDTCH standson solid footingwith
respectto havingits own propertyservingasa centerfor all of theservicesprovidedbyDTCH.

Basedon theforegoing,I respectfullyrequestthat the City andCountyofHonoluluCity
Council vote in favorofBill 11(2013),CD2.

Sincerely,

DeniseW.M. Wong

Council


